
Attachment #5 
 
 

FACULTY EMERITUS 
 
Date:  September 6, 2007 
To:  MU Faculty Senate 
From:  MU Department of Biology 
RE:  Faculty Emeritus Resolution Conferring Faculty Emeritus Status upon Dr. David R. 

Dobbins  
 
The Department of Biology unanimously approved the following resolution on September 6, 
2007 and now recommends its passage by the Faculty Senate: 
 
RESOLUTION CONFERRING FACULTY EMERITUS STATUS UPON     DR. DAVID 
R. DOBBINS 
 

WHEREAS Dr. David R. Dobbins served as a faculty member of the Biology 
Department of Millersville University since 1977, a total of 30 years; and 

 
WHEREAS Professor Dobbins was a devoted and committed teacher, who was able to convey 

to his students his enthusiasm for biology in general and botany, in particular, 
who taught a wide range of courses covering General Biology, Concepts of 
Botany, Horticultural Science, Problem Solving in Botany, Developmental Plant 
Anatomy, Plant Morphogenesis, Educational Workshops for teachers and the 
UNIV 101 seminar; and 

 
WHEREAS Professor Dobbins served as the advisor to the Botany Club and its descendant 

the Biology Club since 1980, and 
 
WHEREAS Dr. Dobbins encouraged his students to participate in research so that they could 

experience the thrill and challenge of scientific pursuits and served as the thesis 
advisor to 15 Biology Honors students and 2 Masters Degree students and was 
awarded 26 grants for research and the support of his independent study students; 
and 

 
WHEREAS Dr. Dobbins has authored numerous scientific papers, articles and book chapters and 

is considered an internationally respected expert in lianas; and 
 
WHEREAS Dr. Dobbins is currently an Associate Editor of the Journal of the Torrey 

Botanical Society, a botanical journal that has been published since the late 1880s, 
and has been a member of several professional organizations, including the 
Botanical Society of America, the American Society of Plant Biologists, the 
Society for Developmental Biology, Sigma Xi, the International Association of 
Wood Anatomists, the International Parasitic Weed Society, the Pennsylvania 



Academy of Sciences, and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania University 
Biologists (CPUB), and 

WHEREAS Professor Dobbins enthusiastically supported his many students, from non-
science majors to Biology majors, and taught them to employ an inventive 
approach to scientific inquiry and to apply critical thinking in all areas of their 
lives and work; and 

 
WHEREAS Dr. Dobbins obtained and lovingly and meticulously maintained two electron 

microscopes for the Science Departments as part of his direction of the Electron 
Microscope and Histology suite; and 

 
WHEREAS Professor Dobbins was a highly respected and venerated colleague, who was 

willing to take on many demanding responsibilities in his department, such as 
Department Assistant Chairor and member or Chairor of committees, such as the 
Evaluation Committee, the director of the Glass Laboratories and the photography 
darkroom facilities, the APSCUF representative for Biology, the CPUB Director 
for 19 years and past President of CPUB, and, along with Professor James Parks, 
the design of the Botany Option and its shepherding through the approval process, 
and 

 
WHEREAS Professor Dobbins has served on many University-wide committees, such as the 

Tenure and Promotion Committee, five University-level search committees, the 
Grievance Committee, Faculty Senate, the University Development Committee 
for the Sciences and Mathematics, the Campus Landscape Committee, the 
Sabbatical Leave Committee, the Exploratory Committee for Undecided Students 
(and advisor to undeclared students), the Faculty/Athletic Liaison Committee and 
now plans to be a Volunteer-in-Service to continue his contributions to the 
University community; and  

 
WHEREAS Dr. Dobbins could always be counted on to make important contributions to 

discussions of serious or contentious department and university issues, always 
sprinkling his opinions with humor, rationality, and above all his ardent concern 
for betterment of the University and his department; and 

 
WHEREAS Professor Dobbins, along with Doug Herr, designed and planted the Roddy 

Courtyard which contains three distinct habitats, including the Katherine Albright 
wetlands, rock garden, and native plants grass area, along with a bog and a pond 
with a waterfall that hosts species of plants and animals native to Pennsylvania, 
thus demonstrating his strong commitment to improving the beauty of our 
campus; and 

 
WHEREAS Professor Dobbins demonstrated his dedication to the greater community and 

environment as a member of the Organizing Committee and a 17-year member of 
the Steering Committee for the Native Plants in the Landscape Conference held 
annually at Millersville, a conference which not only has greatly enhanced the 
reputation of the University and his department, but has contributed significantly 



to the conservation and preservation of native species and biological communities 
in our region; and 

 
WHEREAS Dr. Dobbins, along with his wife Linda, served as a gracious and amiable host for 

department job candidates, biology department picnics and other events, and 
 
WHEREAS Professor Dobbins was a frequent participant in numerous activities that 

enhanced our cultural community, including his leadership and performances in 
productions of the Lancaster Opera Workshop, which often led him to alter his 
appearance dramatically by such methods as shaving his mustache to portray a 
choirboy and bleaching his hair, and 

 
WHEREAS Dave will be sorely missed by all of his colleagues at Millersville as he spends 

more time in various leisure and professional pursuits; and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  That in honor of his long service and contributions to his 

Department and the University, the Biology Department of Millersville University 
asks that Dr. David R. Dobbins be granted the honorary title of Professor of 
Biology Emeritus.  
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