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Attachment #1 
 

DRAFT   DRAFT   DRAFT  
 
          April 7, 2012 
Governor Tom Corbett 
----- Street 
Harrisburg, PA 171— 
 
RE: Proposed Cuts to PASSHE operating budgets 
 
Dear Governor Corbett, 
 

On behalf of all Faculty of the 14 Universities of the Pennsylvania State System of Higher 
Education, we believe that your proposed budget for higher education would seriously 
compromise PASSHE’s purpose as defined by Act 188, “to provide high quality education at the 
lowest possible cost to students.”   Currently, the PASSHE schools are struggling to fulfill this 
purpose, and your proposed budget would imperil them further.  

 

PASSHE Faculty appreciate the Commonwealth’s long-standing financial commitment to 
high-quality education.  The important consequences and benefits of this commitment include: 

• The affordability of a PASSHE education for working families who might otherwise not 
be able to send their sons and daughters to college. 

• High retention and graduation rates, especially among lower-income and at-risk students. 
• Varied course offerings that provide students comprehensive training in their chosen 

fields, thus preparing them for a competitive job market. 
 

The quality of classroom instruction will be directly impacted by continued State support.  
PASSHE Faculty pride themselves on the quality of their teaching, but this depends upon giving 
students individualized attention.  In particular, the smaller class sizes that many PASSHE 
students enjoy are a direct consequence of the State’s financial contributions and result in the 
following practices essential to student success: 

 
• The opportunity to provide detailed feedback on student work in order to strengthen their 

communication and writing skills. 
• A focus on complex and multi-faceted assignments designed to assess students' learning 

gains in critical thinking and problem solving. 
• The ability to model “best teaching practices” for our students, particularly our education 

students. 
 

Vigorous State support promotes a positive educational environment in other ways, by 
ensuring the following: 
 

• A wide range and high frequency of course offerings so that students can complete their 
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degrees on time. 
• The recruitment of outstanding faculty attracted by opportunities to teach courses in their 

areas of expertise. 
• A relatively small student-to-faculty ratio so that students can receive personalized 

academic and career mentoring from faculty advisers. 
 

While we recognize the continuing challenges that the current financial situation poses, we 
also believe that an additional 20 per cent reduction in state appropriations to PASSHE 
universities, coming on top of the 18 per cent imposed last year, would cause permanent damage 
to Pennsylvania’s educational and economic future.  90 percent of PASSHE students are 
residents of the state, and 80 percent stay in Pennsylvania after graduation.  This budget would 
undermine the successful practices described above, result in further tuition hikes for our 
students, and impede the successful education of the state’s future community and business 
leaders.  Continued investment in higher education, by contrast, will enable PASSHE to fulfill its 
purpose to provide high quality education at the lowest possible cost to students, and the 
Commonwealth will maintain its competitive edge in research, teacher training, and business 
development – key factors in driving the economy forward.   

 
Thank you for giving considerable attention to our views.  We strongly urge you to 

reconsider your proposed budget as it moves towards a vote in the state legislature.   
 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Craig A. Smith, President Faculty Senate 
California University of Pennsylvania 

 
 
 
Name, Chair University Forum 
School Name  

 
 
 
Dr. Mark Tapsak, Chair University Forum 
Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania 

 
 
 
Name, Chair University Curriculum Committee 
School Name 

 
 
 
Dr. Mark Franchino, Chair Faculty Senate 
Clarion University of Pennsylvania 

 
 
 
Name, Chair University Faculty 
School Name 

 
 
 
Dr. Julian Onderdonk, President Faculty 
Senate 
West Chester University of Pennsylvania 

 
 
 
Name, President Faculty Senate 
School Name 
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